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DRAFTED BY NEA/ARP:PDMOLINEAUX:DRW 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PDIP, YE 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT'S REPLY TO CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE FROM 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMAND COUNCIL.YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 

1. PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMAND COUNCIL, YEMEN ARAB 
REPUBLIC: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: YOUR EXCELLENCY: YOUR KIND AND THOUGHTFUL 
MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS ON THE OCCASION OF THE ONE 
HUNDRED AND NINETY-NINTH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR INDEPENDENCE 
AS A NATION SYMBOLIZES THE FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL 

RESPECT WHICH CHARACTERIZE RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO PEOPLES. 
I AM CONFIDENT THAT THIS CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WILL CONTIOUE 
TO GROW AS WE PURSUE OUR COMMON INTERESTS IN 
COOPERATION WITH OTHER MIDDLE EASTERN STATES WHICH SHARE 
THOSE SAME INTERESTS. SINCERELY, GERALD R. FORD.END TEXT. 
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3. FYI: THE PRESIDENT RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING CONGRATULA- 
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TORY MESSAGE FROM THE YAR CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMAND 
COUNCIL. BEGIN TEXT. I TAKE PLEASURE IN AVAILING MYSELF 
OF THE OCCASION OF THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO CONVEY TO YOUR EXCELLENCY 

AND TO YOUR FRIENDLY PEOPLE, IN MY NAME AND ON BEHALF OF 
THE PEOPLE OF YEMEN, WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST 
WISHES, HOPING FOR SUCH FURTHER GROWTH AND EXPANSION OF 
THE FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES AS 
WILL BE CONDUCIVE TO THE REALIZATION OF OUR COMMON IN- 
TERESTS. PLEASE ACCEPT MY MOST SINCERE WISHES FOR YOUR 
EXCELLENCY'S CONTINUED WELL-BEING AND HAPPINESS AND FOR 
THE UNINTERRUPTED PROGRESS AND SUCCESS OF THE FRIENDLY 
AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

IBRAHIM MOHAMED AL-HAMDI, CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMAND COUNCIL, 
YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC. END TEXT. 

4. WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN TO RELEASE TEXT OF PRE- 
SIDENT'S LETTER BUT HAS NO OBJECTION TO RELEASE BY 
RECIPIENT. INGERSOLL 
KISSINGER 
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